
1. On page 17 Taylor uses the word “tinker,” which is the equivalent to the 
“N” word here in the US. People in Ireland do not use it anymore. Who 
are the “tinkers”? What are they called today? 

2. When speaking about Erik, Rose says, “…Some people come into our lives 
and we just know they are right for us….” Was she right about Erik?  How 
about his brother?  How were they different? 

3. Rose takes Erik to see Temple Michael, a ruin in Ballykillen. Is “temple” 
used to refer to Irish structures? Liz might have some input. 

4. In Chapter 11, the words “prostitute” and “Protestant” are confused. Is 
this a political statement?  Are there other times when we get a hint of 
difficult issues in Ireland?  How did the two major religions play a role in 
this point of view among the Irish and English occupants. 

5. Can we get a mental picture of Irish class structure during Rose’s 
experience in Dublin and her home town of Ballykillen? 

6. Why do you think that Mr. Townsend was so interested in Rose but not 
Polly?  Site some examples. 

7. What are your thoughts about David, Alice, and Raffi? 
8. Taylor uses “me and David” at least three times in the book when it 

should be David and I. Why did she do it? Purpose or accidental. Is it a 
mistake? Is she trying to show how uneducated Rose is? Rose was 
uneducated.  She had to stay home from school to help her mom raise the 
children.  Do you have an example of today’s mind set about this. 

9. How did you feel about Alice and her mindset.  How does Martha 
describe her. 

10. What is your opinion of Alice?  Do you think David enabled her 
behaviour? 

11. What did you feel about Alice going back to get the Crystal and Raffi not 
leaving her.  Why do you think he did it. 

12. How do you like the ending? 

 


